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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
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Box: Non-fee Amendment JUL 1 6 2002 

Dear Sir: Technology Center 2100 

In response to the Notice of Allowance dated April 3, 2002, please amend the 
above application as follows. 



RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND PRELIMINARY REMARKS 



The above referenced Office Action has been carefully reviewed and 
reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested in view of the following 
remarks. 



1-2. In the Notice of Allowance the Examiner indicates that the closest prior 
art to the claimed invention is Doue and that claims 1 - 43 in the present application 
have been allowed because Doue fails to provide "linking first record references to a 
first record wherein the references are in a second record" (hereinafter "the linking 
limitation"). Applicant agrees that Doue fails to teach or suggest this limitation. 

Nevertheless, after receiving the notice of allowance in the present case and 
prior to paying the issue fee, Applicant performed a supplemental prior art search to 
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further ensure novelty of the claimed invention. During the supplemental search 
Applicant identified several references including US patent No. 5,708,825 
(hereinafter "the '825 patent"), US patent No. 6,128,635 (the '635 patent"), US 
patent No. 5,822,539 (hereinafter "the '539 patent") and US patent No. 5,815,830 
(hereinafter "the '830 patent") that Applicant believes represent better prior art than 
the art previously considered by the Examiner. 

Nevertheless Applicant points out that virtually every one of the independent 
claims in the present application require limitations in addition to the linking limitation 
that Applicant believes distinguish the claims over the cited references. To this end, 
Applicant believes that none of the references teach or suggest using information 
from a second record to form an address for a first record as required by each of 
claims 1 and 26, a processor that forms an address using information from a record 
and then stores the record at the address as required by each of claims 12 and 36, 
creating a master control file as required by claim 20, or using a data reference to 
identify a record address for storing a record and then storing the record at the 
record address as required by claim 22. 

In addition to the references Applicant located in the recent search 
referenced above, Applicant is submitting copies of patents cited in the some of the 
parent cases related to the present case for review by the Examiner. While 
Applicant has not reviewed all of the references cited in the accompanying 1449 in 
great detail, a perusal of the references has lead Applicant to believe that the four 
references cited above are the most relevant. Please consider the patents and 
other references cited in the accompanying IDS in the above referenced application. 

Applicant has introduced no new matter in making the above amendments 
and antecedent basis exists in the specification and claims as originally filed for each 
amendment. In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicant believes 
claims 1 through 43 of the present application recite patentable subject matter and 
allowance of the same is requested. No fee in addition to the fees already 
authorized in this and accompanying documentation is believed to be required to 
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enter this amendment, however, if an additional fee is required, please charge 
Deposit Account No. 17-0055 in the amount of the fee. 



Respectfully submitted, 



CARLOS DE LA HUERGA 
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